CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 15 – GREATNESS IS SERVING

In this world greatness is often associated with people who have great power and authority over others or who have achieved much. God’s Kingdom is however totally opposite to the world. In God’s Kingdom the key to promotion is to humble ourselves, whilst the key to receiving from God is giving. The Apostle Peter wrote, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.” (1 Peter 5:6) Jesus Himself said, “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 38)
When James and John, the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus asking if they could sit on His right hand and left hand in His Glory (Mark 10:35-37), Jesus called His disciples together and gave them a teaching on what in God’s Kingdom was considered greatness – “to serve others”. Jesus said, 
“You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45)
As Christians we are called to serve the Lord and others as we follow God’s plan for our life. (Ephesians 2:10) As Christian leaders it is imperative that we lead by example through serving others. It is in giving our life away to serve Jesus Christ and dying to self that our life produces much eternal fruit. Ironically the more we live for ourselves, the less happy we are. Most depression and unhappiness comes from being too caught up in our own world and from coveting what others have. (James 4:1-3) When our heart is not fully surrendered to the Lord, the enemy is far more readily able to distract us from what God has called us to do in life.
It is as we live for and encourage others using our God given gifts and abilities we experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.” (1 Corinthians 14:12) Jesus made it clear what was involved to become a disciple of His and how to experience true life. Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27) 

The closer and more intimate our relationship is with the Lord, the more we will have a desire to live for and to serve others. The more time that we spend with Jesus, the Servant King, the more we gain His heart to serve others. (Psalm 37:4) I will now share seven biblical insights that can help us to serve the Lord in a greater way.
1) DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD (SEEK TO GLORIFY GOD IN ALL THAT YOU DO IN LIFE)
It is so important that we always maintain a pure motive in all that we do for the LORD. Humility is the key to being used greatly by God. We must always ensure that we never do ministry out of a desire for personal recognition but rather to glorify God. Whenever we serve the Lord, we should always do so out of a motive of helping others to come to Christ. Only Jesus has the power to save and set people free. We must learn to continually give God the glory in all that we do in life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

2) SERVE IN THE AREA OF YOUR GIFTING (BE FAITHFUL IN WHAT GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO DO)

God has a special plan for every believer’s life and has created us each uniquely different. As we use our God given gifts, we help to see the Body of Christ grow and be edified (Ephesians 4:16) as we work together in unity with other believers. God has placed each believer in the Body of Christ as He has chosen with a unique function and ministry. (Romans 12:4-5). The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of every believer using their spiritual gifts, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)
3) DO ALL THINGS OUT OF A MOTIVATION OF LOVE (ESTEEM OTHERS BETTER THAN YOURSELF)

Having a motivation of love in all that we do is a big part of being effective in our witness as Christians. Jesus said by our love for one another the world would know that we are His disciples. (John 13:35) No matter what area of ministry we have been called to, it is imperative that we always maintain a focus of loving and serving others. Serving unbelievers with the love and compassion of Christ is also a key to seeing their hearts opening up to receive Jesus Christ. Doing things out of a love for others rather than grudgingly, is what matters to God. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)  
4) MAKE SERVANTHOOD A LIFELONG HABIT (ALWAYS REMAIN HUMBLE WHEN GOD PROMOTES YOU)

We must always endeavour to remain humble when God promotes us. Jesus is our example of humility, “who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bond servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8)  Even though He was the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus took of His glory in Heaven and came into this world “to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) We must never allow our heart to be affected by success or the recognition of others, but be committed to always maintaining an attitude of humility and servant hood. 
As believers it is also important that we are good stewards of the gifts that God has entrusted to us and that we are faithful in using them to serve others. (Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-29)
5) BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ALL THAT YOU DO (DEPEND ON HIS ENABLING POWER IN ALL YOU DO)

It is so important that we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us, so that we continually stay in the centre of God’s will for our life.  We must be careful that we are not distracted from what God has called us to do by doing things that He has not called us to do. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
It is also important to depend on the enabling power of the Holy Spirit in all that we do. Jesus Himself ministered to others in the power of the Holy Spirit. In the book of Acts we read, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
God may at times prompt us to serve and encourage others when we are tired, but His strength is made perfect in our weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) We must always minister in the power of the Holy Spirit.
6) ALWAYS DO EVERYTHING UNTO THE LORD (DESIRE GOD’S APPROVAL RATHER THAN MANS APPROVAL)

If we constantly seek the approval of man when we serve or help others, we have the potential to be disappointed and let down in life. We will not always be fully appreciated for all that we do in life. For this reason we must learn to seek God’s approval in life rather than mans approval. God will never disappoint us and will acknowledge what we do for Him in life. (John 12:26) When we learn to serve and encourage others with God’s unconditional love, seeking more to please God than to receive approval from others, we are less likely to be affected when we are not appreciated, or even sometimes rejected, when helping others. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)

7) NEVER BECOME A MARTHA (TOO BUSY SERVING TO SPEND TIME WITH JESUS)
We must never allow serving the Lord and ministry to become a higher priority than spending time with Jesus. When Martha complained about her sister Mary not helping her to serve the Lord, Jesus emphasised to Martha that spending time in His presence was a higher priority than serving Him. (Luke 10:38-42)  
